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Cafeteria serves up holiday meal
B y  S h e lly  W e lb o rn / S ta ff  R e p o rte r
S tuden ts  can celebrate 
upcoming holiday with the 
cafeteria's W inter Banquet 
today , from  5 to 7 p.m . 
Students may use meal cards 
or cash - $6 for adults and $4 
for children under 12.
For a nice ho liday  
atmosphere the meal will be 
served by candlelight and 
feature Christmas music. A 
nearby Santa will also be
av a ilab le  for s tu d e n ts . 
C am eras are welcome for 
pictures.
This year's menu consists 
of: S teak s trip s  w ith
mushrooms, ham, and fried 
shrimp. Potato souffle, green 
bean casserole, hot roles and 
asso rted  sa lad s . T urtle  
cheesecake, pecan pie and 
d eco ra ted  cakes are for 
dessert.
" I t 's  not y ou r typical
cafeteria line, we are serving 
bu ffe t s ty le ,"  cafeteria  
manager Bobbie Pigg said.
For years the cafeteria has 
b rought holiday cheer to 
students.
"We've been doing this for 
over 15 years. Last year we 
had about 700 to800students. 
I t's  a special service for 
s tu d e n ts  to show  our 
appreciation for them," Pigg 
said.
Photo  by Carlos Gauna
Gary England speaks at the Dec. 3 Panorama event in 




B y  R o b  M a r tin /  S ta f f  R e p o r te r
"I have many great 
memories of being at 
Southwestern.
-GARY ENGLAND
G ary England  is an 
a u th o r ity  on w ea th e r, 
specifica lly  severe  
weather, but on Dec. 3 at 
Southwestern's Panorama 
event England spoke about 
his life and times.
Originally, England was 
scheduled to speak on the 
economic impact of severe 
s to rm s, b u t E ngland  
refused, saying, "I did 
that once and everyone 
fell asleep."
He did summarize the 
impact of severe storms. 
"We have a lot of really 
bad storm s. They do 
terrible things to us and 
there is nothing we can 
do about it."
England is in his 26th 
y ear as ch ief 
meteorologist at KWTV 
Channel 9. He has won 
over 17prestigiousawards 
in c lu d in g  tw o Em m ys 
awarded by the National 
Association of Television 
Arts and Sciences for Best 
Weather Anchor in 1994 
and Lifetime Achievement 
in 1997. England was also 
honored w ith a Golden 
V iddy A w ard from the 
N a tiona l A cadem y of 
T elev ision  Jo u rn a lis ts . 
England has appeared on 
the D iscovery  and 
Learning channels as well 
as N ova and  the CBS 
Evening News. He was 
also a consultant for and 
ap p eared  in S teven 
S p ie lb e rg 's  m ovie 
"Twister." England was 
inducted into the Western
Oklahoma Hall of Fame in 
1983.
England was born and 
raised in Seiling. After 
g ra d u a tin g  from  high 
school, England wanted to 
see the world and enlisted 
in the Navy. Although he 
w as only 17, his mom 
signed the papers to join.
A fter boo t cam p
England was stationed in 
Texas peeling potatoes for 
two m onths, then was 
tra n sfe rre d  to N aval 
A v ia tion  School in 
N orm an  and fina lly  
M eteorology School in 
Lakehurst N.J.
With school out of the 
way England felt sure he 
was going to see the world, 
but he was stationed at an 
N aval A ir S ta tion  in 
Nevada for one year, then 
was transferred to a tiny 
island in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean, known as 
Midway island.
According to England, 
Midway stationed about 
5,000 sailors and marines
....England on page 4
...a n d  it's  official
P h o t o  b y  A m b e r  N e l s o n
Faculty senate president-elect Dr. John Hayden affixes a medal to Dr. John Hays 
during Hays' official inauguration as Southwestern president on W ednesday.
You decide:
Administration, students decide 
between renovated Student 
Union or new wellness center
B y  K a th y  B ra u c h i/ N e w s E d ito r
Southw estern president 
Dr. John Hays will meet with 
the Campus Organizational 
Presidents committee on Jan. 
17 to discuss the possibility of 
bu ild in g  a new  w ellness 
cen ter or renovating  the 
student union.
"1 w an t to ask the 
organizational presidents to 
poll their constituents and see 
w hat the p rio rity  of the 
students is," Hays said.
S ou thw este rn  s tu d en ts  
will have the opportunity to 
decide between funding a 
new wellness center or the 
renovation of the student 
union. The money will come 
from the facility fee paid by 
the students. The student 
union renovation and the 
w ellness cen te r projects 
would both be long term and 
take careful planning.
"We want to know what 
s tu d en ts  w an t,"  said Dr. 
Paulette W oods, associate 
provost for student services 
at Southwestern. "We want 
their input on w here the 
money should go."
Hays said they have been 
considering the renovation of 
the student union for a few 
years.Hesaid thatsom eideas 
have been taken toan architect 
and costs have been reviewed. 
However, the cost was too 
high, so they will have to scale 
it back. The heating and air 
conditioning systems need 
replaced, and remodeling is 
also a part of the plan if 
enough money is available.
"The student union was 
built in the 1950s, and the last 
additions were added in the 
60s, so it is time to renovate," 
Hays said.
Woods said the student
union doesn't have an ideal 
heating and air system. She 
said that remodeling would 
include  a b e tte r  clim ate 
contro l and in su la ted  
w indow s, so it would be 
m ore com fortab le in the 
winter. She also said that the 
remodeling would add some 
space to the student union.
"There is a need to expand 
meeting rooms in the student 
union," Woods said, "so that 
w ou ld  be p a rt of the 
remodeling if enough money 
is available."
A big concern is the fact 
that the renovation would be 
a long-term project. It would 
take a substantial amount of 
time to finish, which would 
be an inconven ience for 
students wanting to use the 
student union.
"We want to be able to
....ivellness on page 4
Burns Flat travel idea 
is definitely ‘out there’
B y  S te p h e n  G lo v e r/ S ta ff  R e p o rte r
Are you bored with the 
thought of taking another 
airplane ride the next time you 
fly? Would you like to have 
some options? How would 
you liked to be asked , 
"Spaceship or Airplane?"
Soon John Q. Public could 
pay minimum of a $1,000 per 
pound to launch into space 
from Burns Flat on a joyride to 
the o u te r realm s of the 
universe. A private  space 
tourism company called Space 
Adventures will make that far 
fetched idea reality.
Dennis Tito, the form er 
NASA engineer who paid the 
R ussians to ride  to the 
International Space Station, is
a client of Space Adventures, 
said JoeTilton, marketing and 
public relations director for 
the Oklahoma Space Industry 
Development Authority.
Space exploration is not 
the  on ly  o p tio n  be ing  
d isc u sse d  for S pacepo rt 
O klahom a. O ther options 
include crop photography 
delivery anyw here in the 
w orld  in less than  four 
hours.
A cco rd in g  to the 
A reonautics C om m ission, 
aerospace is num ber one 
in d u s try , la rg e r  than  
agriculture and oil and gas 
combined.
....space on page 4
'M edea' hits the road
Production selected for reqionals
The theatre department's 
productionof'Medea:aNoh 
Cycle' was selected Sunday 
to participate at the national 
regional level of the 
American College Theatre
Festival.
The festival will be at Texas 
C hristian U niversity  in 
February'. 'Medea' will be one 
of six play's vying for a chance 
tocompete at the national event
in Washington D.C.
In November, 'M edea' 
w on the R esponden ts  
C hoice and D irectors 
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C a m p u
sC r i m e
• On 11/27/01 a female 
reported that her vehicle 
had been vandalized 
between 2:00 pm 11/26/ 
01 and 12:15pm 11/27/ 
01 in SWOSU parking lot 
#18.
• On 11 /27/01 a female 
filed a similar report. She 
stated her vehicle had 
been vandalized  
between4:30pm 11/26/ 
01 and 4:10 pm 11/27/ 
01 in SWOSU parking lot 
#6.
• A male reported an
account of larceny and 
unlaw ful en try
occurring in his Rogers 
Hall dorm room. It was 
reported  to have 
occurred between 11:35 
and 11:45 pm on 11 /2 7 / 
01. This was reported to 
the Campus Police on 
11/28/01 at 1:10 am.
• At the 1100 block of 
N. Bradley a wreck took 
place involving a 1994 
red Honda Prelude and 
a 1987 white Dodge van. 
This was reported  to 
have occurred on 11/ 
28/01 at 10:15 am. The 
Dodge was traveling at 
a speed below the speed 
limit w hen it h it the 
parked Honda. This may 
have been a w eather 
related accident.
• On 11/28/01 at 12:10 
pm a tan 1988 Lincoln 
and a gray 2000 Cadillac 
Deville were involved in 
a traffic accident near the 
intersection of Arlington 
and Bradley. Both of the 
cars, w ere trav e lin g  
belqw the speed limit; 
the weather may have 
played a role.
• The owner of a yellow 
1995 Hustler 4500 was 
reported to hit a parked 
1989 m aroon  C hevy 
truck in SWOSU parking 
lot # 9 (near State St.) on 
11/28/01 at3:00pm.The 
reported speed was well 
below the speed limit, 
and the accident may 
have weather related.
C rim e R eports are 
provided by the SWOSU 
C am pus Police
Department. For further 
cam pus crim e
information, please visit 
w w w . s w o s u . e d u /  
depts/safetv/stats.htm 
or contact Don Groth at 




THE START OF A NEW ERA...
Ph o to s by  A m ber  N elso n
Activities transcript 
enhances resume
B y  A n g ie  D a v e n p o r t / S t a ff  R e po r t e r
"This encourages 
students to get involved. This 
gives them a jump over others 
when they get out of college.
-JON EZZELL
Southw estern placem ent service has added an 
activities transcript for students in add i lion to its resume 
services. The activities transcript is an official transcript 
of activities that a student has participated in during 
their college career at Southwestern.
Students fill out a form that includes all organizations, 
scholarships, professional and educational experiences, 
and  hono rs  tha t a 
studenthas received and 
participated in while at 
S o u th w este rn . All 
in fo rm atio n  is then 
confirmed by contacting 
sp o n so rs  of
o rg an iza tio n s  and is 
then signed by associate 
p ro v o st of s tu d e n t 
services Paulette Woods 
to officially verify the 
information.
"The activities transcript is used in addition to a 
resume," said Jon Ezzell, activities transcript coordinator. 
"When employers look at an application, may think 
some of the activities listed maybe padding or filler. The 
activities transcript officially shows that because we 
verify everything."
Ezzell said that the activities transcript wi II d istinguish 
the student from others trying to getting out of college 
and trying to get jobs. The service is aimed at juniors and 
seniors, but freshman and sophomores can start an 
activities resume and keep it updated throughout their 
college career.
"People lose track of activities and awa rds over a fou r 
or five year period, so freshman can come and start one 
and update as they go," said Ezzell.
This is the first full semester that the service has been 
offered. The service is free. It is limited to experiences 
and  o rgan izations at S ou thw estern  because the 
university has no way to verify activities that a student 
participated in at other universities.
"This encourages students to get involved .This gives 
them a jum p over others when they get out of college," 
said Ezzell.
"Em ployers think these th ings are im portant. 
Education and your college career are more than 
academics and GPA."
■  . k
National news
E conom y s tru g g le s  to  reco v er
B y  f a r h a n  S h a k e e l / S t a ff  R e po r t e r
The w o rld 's  la rg est 
economy officially sank into 
a mild recession in November, 
end ing 10 years of grow th tha t 
was the longest expansion on 
record in the United States.
The previous record for 
u n in te rru p te d  econom ic 
growth was set in the 1960s, a 
period of eight years and 10 
months lasting from February 
1961 to December 1969.
U.S. consumer spending 
posted its sharpest monthly 
d rop  in over 14 years in 
September. October saw the 
b iggest increase in 
unemployment in more than 
20 years: 415,000 jobs lost, 
with the prospect of more 
layoffs to come which alone
was bound to have an impact 
on people's sense of economic 
health. Separate figures from 
the U.S Labor Departm ent 
showed that the number of 
peop le  c la im ing
unemployment benefit rose 
to an 18-year high of 3.69 
million during the third week 
of October.
Prior to the Septem ber 
a ttacks , U.S. co n su m ers ' 
seem ing ly  unq u en ch ab le  
a p p e tite  for goods and 
services looked to set to save 
the world's largest economy 
from a full-blown contraction.
In addition, analysts also 
a ttr ib u te d  the slum p  to 
cancella tion  of co rpora te  
in v estm en t pro jects and 
ru n d o w n  of business
inventories. Due to weak 
manufacturingand spending 
figures, the Federal Reserve 
has cut the interest rate to 2 
percent in a bid to stave off 
recession. Economists warn 
that a stock market fall could 
h u rt the w illingness of 
consumers to spend.
C u rren tly , the U.S. 
economy, which makes up 
one q u a rte r  of w orld  
economic output, is slowing 
sharply and cringing down 
growth throughout the rest 
of the w orld . H ow ever, 
prompt response of the U.S. 
a u th o r itie s  p rev en ted  a 
deeper downturn, as there is 
hope with further tax cuts and 
in te res t rate  cu ts in the 
pipeline.
Bulldog Bucks
Bank of America'Financial Aid Sweepstakes 
This sweepstakes is available only in the United States 
and is open only to legal residents of the 50 United States 
including the District of Columbia, who are high school 
seniors or college students. The application deadline is 
June 30, 2002, for this $1,000 scholarship. To enter this 
sw eep stak e  v isit the s p o n so r 's  web site  at 
www.bankofamerica.com/studentsweeps and complete 
the online entry form.
$4,000 Pell Grant in Jeopardy
Students are encouraged to contact their federal 
representatives to encourage support for the proposed 
increase in 2002-2003 Federal Pell Grant funding to 
include a $4,000 maximum. This funding level has been 
approved by initial committees in the House and Senate, 
but the terrible events of Sept. 11 have left some question 
as to w hether the increase w ill now  transp ire . 
Encouragement from students can make a difference in 
the outcom e of th is im p o rta n t leg isla tion . 
Representatives can be reached by going on the internet 
to: h ttp ://c a p w iz .c o m /c -sp a n /d b q /o ffic ia ls / and 
selecting the state of Oklahoma.
Information on these and other scholarships is available in 
the Office of Student Financial Services located in Stafford 
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Photo by Amber Nelson
This beautiful home is dressed up for the holiday season 
much like many homes in the Weatherford community.
G roup c a re s  an d  s h a re s  fo r th e  ho lidays
B y  J a m i e  P a r r i s h /  S t a f f  R e p o r t e r
Rem em ber ch ild h ood ;  
waking up bright and early 
Christmas morning to see  
what Santa left in the night? 
Somechildren in Weatherford 
won't have that feeling this 
Christmas. There won't be 
Christmas ham, no mashed 
potatoes. There will be no 
lights and no tree to trim. 
There isn't going to be one 
single present to unwrap.
The Weatherford Chamber 
of Commerce will try to help 
this holiday season. Together 
w ith  the Grace Lutheran  
Church, they are putting  
together Christmas baskets
for those in need.
The program. Caring and 
Sharing, has been started. It is 
a w ay  for fam ilies w ho  
otherwise wouldn't have a 
C h ristm as, have a little  
something.
The C hristm as baskets 
have all of the basic supplies. 
Things like turkey and ham 
with all of the trimmings are 
included.
Instead o f g iv in g  out 
random loyswitheach basket, 
th is year the parents or 
grandparents will be able to 
choosea toy for theirchildren.
"I am sure that over the 
years w e have g iv en  a 
basketball to a child who
didn't have a basketball goal 
and who would have much 
rather had a soccer ball," said 
Joan Swander, pastor of thy 
C .race Lu Iheran Chu rch. "Th is 
way a parent can pick what 
the child would really like to 
have."
booths will be set up In 
the C y p ress  S h o p p in g  
Center, just east of K-Bob's. 
Anyonecan pick up a basket 
and earn points to "shop" 
for gifts.
"A nyone w ho w ants a 
basket can have one, we won't 
tellanyoneno/'Swandersaid.
Last year over 200 families 
benefited from the Christmas 
basket program and over 400
children received toys.
"The problem is there is a 
big demand for toys and not 
much has been donated so 
far," Swander said. "There 
are drop off sights at the lirst 
National Bank and many 
p la c es  on cam p u s. 
D on ation s cou ld  a lso  be 
b ro u g h t stra igh t to the  
Lutheran Church."
The Lutheran Church will 
be p u ttin g  the b ask ets  
together, but volunteers are 
needed to set up booths at 
the s h o p p in g  center  on 
T h u rsd a y  at 6 p .m . 
V o lu n teers  are a lso  
en co u ra g ed  to com e on 
Saturday to help out.
Students u se  different approaches for surviving finals time
B y  M a ria  M ilsa y / N e w s R e p o rte r
The time is upon us for the 
cramming to commence.
The buzz around campus 
recently has been abou t finals. 
Finals are the biggest 
nightmare formany students. 
It seems that most students 
don't start to worry about 
their grade until finals week.
Finals week can be a very 
stressful time for students. 
Some students  might not 
know how to handle the
pressure of finals.
Matt Malget, a sen ior 
natural science education 
major from Perry, relieves his 
stress is various ways.
"I help coach the Pee Wee 
wrestlers in Clinton and that 
helps."
For some people just going 
to class is a very big help in 
getting ready for finals.
"As long as I keep up with 
the class work then I don't 
have to do much to prepare.
The way I relieve stress is by 
working out," said Adriane 
Strait, a sophom ore pre­
pharm acy major from  
Dallas.
B esides sports and  
working one student takes a 
different approach to the 
situation.
"I like to play video games 
to take a break from my finals, 
I only have three so it won't 
be to hard, to me it's just like 
any other test, 1 'm not worried
about it", said Jason Sylvester, 
a biology major from Perry.
Taking finals should not 
stress you outsobad thatyou  
want to bite off anyone's head 
that knocks on your door 
while you are studying.
Make sure that you take 
time for yourself and take a 
break every few hours so you 
won't go insane. Finals can 
make or break your final 
grade so study hard and good 
luck.
New s tu d e n t g ro u p  
s p e a k s  o u t fo r righ ts
B y  J o n  O w e n s /  N e w s  E d ito r
Groups of students out to 
prom ote to lerance and 
awareness have formed a new  
campus organization called 
Students for Human Rights.
A ccord ing  to the 
co n stitu tio n  of this 
organ iza tion  states: "to 
provide truthful information 
and support to Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual, Transgender and 
allied  persons w ho ha\fe 
atten d ed , are a tten d in g , 
em ployed by or associated 
w ith  S outhw estern
Oklahoma State University."
The club met Nov. 28 to 
elect officers out of the 13 
people that attended the first 
meeting.
The officers are as follows: 
President, Jon Owens, junior 
Sacred M usic and 
Communications major from 
M oore; Vice P resident,
 A s h l e i g h ,  E d w a r d s ,  a
freshman music performance 
major from Oklahoma,City, 
Secretary/treasurer; Ryanne 
McCook, a junior Psychology 
major from W eatherford; 
Information and Resources 
C oordinator, Bryon
Cham bers, sen ior Sacred 
Music major from Oklahoma 
City.. The club sponsor is Dr. 
James S ilver, an E nglish  
professor.
Accordingtoclubofficials,the 
group was started to provide a 
support system for people.
"Coming from the city to 
Weatherford is a big culture 
shock. This is a conservative 
community and not one to 
support GLBT people," said 
Ashleigh Edwards.
The club has started its 
process to get chartered and 
is w aiting tor constitution  
ratification from the Student 
G overnm ent A ssocia tion  
Supreme Court.
"We hope to implement 
ch an ges here at the 
community of Southwestern.
I fee many people are afraid 
to come out because we are in 
w estern  O klahom a,"  
Edwards said.
"I don't think people can 
understand what it means to 
be gay or lesbian, unless it is 
something you are living. I 
see the club as a light to help 
people comprehend what it 
is like to be homosexual."
In the second meeting held 
on Dec. 4 officials reported 
the club has intentions of 
conducting w orkshops on 
cam pus. The officers have 
in ten tio n s of being  
participants in COPS, the 
Hum an Rights Campaign, 
and the Oklahoma Lambda 
Intercollegiate Coalition.
"We want people to see us 
on campus so they will know  
the issue will not go away. 
The purpose of our club is no 
different than that of the 
international students, which 
is to enrich our university 
w ith  diversity,"  Edwards 
said.
T h e  c l u b  i s  c u r r e n t l y  
starting awareness with the 
distribution of a bi weekly 
publication called The Gayly 
Oklahoman, which w ill be 
distributed in the A1 Harris 
Library and the Student 
Union lobby.
"This will allow people to 
see what the gay community 
faces on a daily basis," said 
Edwards.
Other members of the club 
have spoken of the intentions 
of the club.
"People do not realize that 
it is different growing up as 
GLBT and that it is different 
than that of the straight 
com m unity. These people  
have the stress of being kicked 
out of fam ily and homes, 
lo s in g  jobs, and b ein g  
con d em n ed  by re lig iou s  
groups," said Chambers.
"I joined the club because 
many of my friends are of 
d iv erse  backgrounds. I 
wanted to share a role in the 
many issues and problems 
facing them," said McCook.
If s tu d en ts  have any 
questions, they can contact 
Dr. James S ilver in the 
Language Arts Department.
Ratliff n a m e d  to  s tu d e n t  fin a n c ia l a d m in istra to r  b oard
Thomas Ratliff (left), director of the Student Financial 
Services, receives congratulations from President John Hays 
on b e in g  e lec ted  p res id en t-e lec t o f the S o u th w e st  
Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators.
B y  A n n a  Y o rk / S ta ff  R e p o rte r
Thomas Ratliff, director of 
the Student Financial Services 
office, has been elected 
presiden t elect of the 
Southwestern Association of 
S tudent Financial Aid 
A dm in is tra to rs .  The 
SWASFAA consists of 
financial aid administrators 
from h igher  educa t iona l  
institutions in Oklahoma, 
Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana 
and New Mexico.
There  are  over  550  
members in the association; 
most of them are directors 
or assis tan t  d irec to rs  of 
financial aid at universities 
in the region. Ratliff has been 
representing Southwestern 
-  in SWSAFAA forsix years.
He is cu rren tly  vice 
chairman of the Boot Camp 
Training Committee for new 
aid officers and has chaired 
the Decentralized Training 
Committee. Ratliffs position
has a time span of three years. 
In the first year he is elect- 
p res iden t,  which is his 
training period.
The training time involves 
picking members to be active 
in the 15- committee. He is 
also chairman of the finance 
committee thatautomatically 
comes with elect president. It 
is very crucial that Ratliff pick 
the right kind of peop le  th a t  
are skilled to for the positions.
The second yearof the term 
is p res iden t  and all the 
responsib ilit ies  of the 
association are handed over 
to Ratliff-The third of the term 
is the past president who 
oversees the new elect 
p residen t in the 
responsib ilit ies  of the 
association.
The purpose of SWASFAA 
is to promote the professional 
deve lopm en t of aid 
administrators and to serve 
the needs and interests of
stu d en ts through
coordination of programs 
important tostudent financial 
aid. Fifteen committees work 
on tasks related to delivering 
stu d en t aid at m em ber 
schools.
An annual conference is 
con d ucted  w hich  brings 
national policy makers to the 
region in a concentrated  
training effort.
"The regional conference 
will be one of my focus points 
as presidents" Ratliff said.
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E ngland (continued from page 1)
and only about 50 women.
"It w as a long year," England said.
After a year on M idway England realized he was probably 
never going to see the world and was ready to try som ething 
else. He found he could get an "Early O ut of the Service" by 
joining college. He sent for and received an application to 
Southw estern and was quickly accepted, ending his naval 
career after two years 11 m onths and 22 days.
When asked what he learned at Southw estern, England 
said, "Very little," although he met his future wife, Mary, who 
is from Hobart.
"I have m any great memories of being at Southw estern," 
England said.
After a hum orous incident involving a ladder, a friend and 
the girls dorm , England soon left Southwestern and transferred 
to the University of Oklahom a, w here he earned degrees in 
m athem atics and meteorology, graduating in 1965.
After graduation England started a private w eather service 
w here he briefed pilots on the daily forecast for a small airline. 
The business soon failed.
From there England m oved to New Orleans w here he 
studied Oceanography and Civil Engineering for four years 
w h ile  w o rk in g  for Ali. & A ssociates as a co n su ltan t 
m eteo ro log ist and o ceanographer. He m oved back to 
Oklahom a but quickly found that no one would hire him.
E ngland 's first big break cam e w hen he noticed the 
construction of a new radar tower owned by KTOK News 
Radio. Although he was initially denied a job, England was 
hired.
Now doing radio, England set his sights on a bigger goal — 
television.
England was rejected m any times but in 1972 he finally got 
a call from channel 9 and was granted an audition, and then
hired for a one-hour newscast.
Ratings tripled as the news crew did a lot of crazy things to 
entice new  viewers, including the use of anim als to report the 
news.
S ince th en  E ng land  h as  m an y  ach iev em en ts  and  
advancem ents in w eather forecasting technology. He holds 
the distinction of initiating, w ith Enterprise Electronics, 
developm ent of the w orld 's first commercial D oppler radar.
In 1981, England became the first person in history to use 
D oppler radar for direct warnings to the public and is also 
recognized for the developm ent of "First W arning" and "Storm 
T racker" technology, w hich is now  in use by w eather 
forecasters nationwide.
England is also the au thor of four-weather related books, 
m ost recently "W eathering the Storm: Tornadoes, Television 
and T urm oil" released in 1996. Previous books include 
"Oklahom a W eather," "United States W eather," and "Those 
Terrible Twisters."
England said in recent years storm s have become more 
intense, m ore so in the fall, lasting longer into the year.
"There is a change going on, bu t it m ay not be perm anent," 
England said. "There is a trend of larger storm s and storm s at 
times we do not expect.
England believes that the May 3,1999, tornado that ripped 
through Oklahom a City affected the general public by causing 
people to feel on edge around regular thunderstorm s.
"The slightest strike seems to be causing some people 
psychological problem s," England said.
England rem ains com m itted to his job at Channel 9.
"My contract still runs for several years. I'm not planning 
on going anyw here," said England.
Anyone who has any questions or com m ents can reach 
England through his e-mail address at: england@KWTV.com.
S p ace (continued from page_l)_
Local O klahom ans could possibly benefit from this also.
"I expect a m inim um  of 300 new jobs at the end of three 
years, but it really depends on how well western Oklahom a 
students do  their hom ew ork in m ath and science. We. need to 
encourage students to do well in math and science, because 
Southw estern  is p lann ing  a special cu rricu lum  just for 
spaceport," Tilton said. "The average starting salary in Burns 
Flat is going to be S69,500."
"Spaceport Oklahom a will host a consortium  of private 
com panies which will sublease part of the facility, Tilton 
said. "This is being m ade possible because for the first time the 
space in d u stry  is being privatized . C om panies already  
com m itted to the facility include Space A dventures, Pioneer 
Rocket Planes, and Space development. These three companies 
have different missions, but are working together to bring 
tourism , m anufacturing , and m ore to O klahom a. O ther 
com panies have requested contracts as well."
There will be no blast offs from Burns Flat, because of the 
needed open space to dispose of parts that fall off of shuttles 
after taking off. The Pioneer Rocket Planes com pany is 
designing a plane to take off horizontally, like a plane, instead 
of vertically, like a space shuttle. This will also reduced the 
price of a rocket trip for tourists to SI,000 per pound, since 
there is a different type of fuel used.
When asked if w estern Oklahom a will d raw  people like 
Florida and Texas, Tilton said, "H utch inson , Kansas, a 
com m unity like Burns Flat about 30 minutes from the interstate, 
has an air and space m useum  that averages over 400,000 visits 
a year. W here is the nearest spaceport to them? We are. Why 
can 't we do it if they can."
Pioneer Rocket Planes plans to start construction in April 
or May of 2002, but there are already two supersonic airplanes 
out there w aiting for the airstrip to get its FAA license.
S ou th zvestern 's  corn er on sc h o la rsh ip
by Jeff Gentry, Language Arts Department
SWOSU's faculty and students are actively engaged in d iverse 
scholarly pursuits. Congratulations to the following professors 
and their students for all their contributions to research, 
theory, art and learning.
Kyle M oore, Biology major, and Jonathon Coren, Biological 
Sciences, presented the poster paper "C onstruction of a 
plasm id vector for the generation of bidirectional deletions in 
genomic clones housed in pJCPAC-Mam2" at the Oklahom a 
Academ y of Sciences Annual Technical Meeting, Lawton, and 
at the Research Day for Regional Universities, Edmond.
G reg M oss, School of E ducation, m ade the w orkshop  
presentation "Teacher Training for Fun & Profit: For-profit 
Agencies Enter the Arena of Teacher Education" at the annual 
conference of the Oklahoma Association of Colleges forTeacher 
Education, Norman.
Steven O 'N eal, Biological Sciences, and students Adam  Carr, 
Adam  Richardson, A m ber K indsfather, Lynsie M orris, Renee 
Skladzien , and Am y Trachte presented the poster paper
"A nnul Changes in Limnological Param eters and Trophic 
Status Indices for C row der Lake, W ashita Co., OK at the 
Technical M eeting of the Oklahom a Academ y of Science, 
Lawton.
W. S tev en  P ray , P h a rm aceu tica l Sciences, m ad e  the 
p resen ta tion  "Issues for D iscussion in N onprescrip tion  
P roducts"  at the N onprescrip tion  M edicines A cadem y, 
Cincinnati, OH.
M ax S e ib o ld , C h em istry  m ajor, p re sen ted  the p ap e r 
"C onstruc tion  of a new  tran sp o so n  vector to generate 
bidirectional deletions in library m em bers housed inpJCPAC- 
MAM2" at the O klahom a A cadem y of Sciences Annual 
Technical M eeting, Lawton.
R andall Sharp, Pharmacy Practice, presented the poster paper 
"Rankings of U.S. Pharm acy Schools Based on Perception, 
Funding, and Publications"; at the-’annual m eeting of the 
American College of Clinical Pharm acy. The paper was also 
published in the journal Pharm acotherapy.
W ellness (continued from page 1)
accom m odate the students while the renovation is taking 
place," W oods said. "Students will need som ew here to go, 
and we w ant to take time and plan carefully to m ake sure they 
will be satisfied."
If the students aren 't interested in the renovation of the 
studen t union, they have the option to spend the m oney on a 
new wellness center.
Hays said that some schools make the wellness center open 
to the public, but Southw estern 's wellness center would 
probably be prim arily used by students.
"W e d o n 't  w an t to com pete  w ith  the  co m m u n ity . 
W eatherford already has a YMCA for the com m unity, so we 
w ant to offer som ething for the students,"  Hays said.
H ays said there is also a possibility of adding  a fitness 
center this spring. A fitness center is sm aller and costs less 
than a wellness center and w ouldn 't be as big of a project. It 
w ould m ainly consist of w eights and aerobics equipm ent. A 
wellness center w ould be more elaborate.
W oods said that the meeting w ith the COPS com m ittee in 
January will guide the planning this spring. She and Hays 
both encourage students to voice their opinions.
"We hope to get input, from the studefits," W oods sard. 
"We hope the organizational presidents can gather information 
about w hat the students want."
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University boasts about services
"Our library is 
competitive and has great 
resources.”
-DR. P a u l e t t e
W o o d s
B y Jon O w ens/ N ew s Editor
When the U.S. News and 
World Report America's Best 
College edition was released 
in Septem ber, the studen t 
services of Southwestern were 
compared to peer institutions.
Some of the universities 
Southwestern was compared 
to w ere N o rth w este rn  
O klahom a U n ivers ity , 
N o rth eas te rn  S tate
U niversity , U niversity  of 
C en tra l O klahom a and  
Sou theastem Oklahoma State 
University.
The first criterion in basic 
services was non-rem edial 
tutoring. All five universities 
offered this service.
Southwestern was the only 
university that had remedial 
services other than reading, 
w riting , m ath, and s tudy  
skills.
“The tutoring started about 
ten years ago as a program 
separate from the university, 
which later the school took 
over," said Dr. P au lette  
Woods, associate provost of 
student services. "Tutoring 
w as done m ore on an 
instructional basis. We are 
evolving this program and I 
fee! this is where we do the 
most good."
The next basic service was 
a w om en's center. All five 
schools did not have this 
facility.
"We had one of these at my 
last school I worked at in 
W isconsin . The facility  
co n ta ined  artic les  tha t 
addressed issues that deal 
with women," Woods said. 
"It is there  to increase  
aw areness , and offer 
counseling. The norm ally  
have com p u te rs  and 
w ork sh o p s for the o lder 
learners. This is not a service 
the younger women would 
ask for this kind of help.
" In Oklahoma there is not 
much of a safety net for the 
non-traditional student going 
back to school. No onO here as 
asked for such a service like 
that here."
Day care is considered a 
basic serv ice. O nly  the 
U n iv ers ity  of C en tra l 
Oklahoma had a day care 
center.
"We use to have a child 
development lab ran by the 
school of education. It was 
not cost effective to keep this 
program," Woods said. "Now' 
th a t the new  p reschoo l 
program has opened up in 
town there has not been a need 
for such a service. I really have 
not had anyone inquire about 
this service either."
Students have their own 
opinions of how services 
could be improved.
"Student services should 
have more adequate funding 
to provide more free medical 
se rv ices ,"  said  M elinda 
S n ider, a sen io r m usic 
ed u ca tio n  m ajor from  
Lawton.
Out of the universities NSU 
was the only one to claim to 
have health insurance offered 
through the university.
"We have multiple plans 
here at SWOSU. We just do 
not endorse a particular plan. 
At the state level in trying to 
lookatastateendorsed policy 
to m ake policies cheaper. 
T here  is only a $15-20 
difference in the various 
student plans," said Woods.
" We do provide a doctor, 
and nurse that we only charge 
a $5 fee a semester for and the 
consultation is free. This is 
b e tte r  than  w hat m ost 
universities provide."
All the college campuses 
claim  to offer counseling 
services to minority students, 
v e te ran  s tu d e n ts , o lder 
students, career, personal, 
academic, psychological, and 
religious areas.
"W e have one licensed 
counselor on campus. Our 
counselor, unlike most at 
o th e r co lleges, does not 
hand le  en ro llm en t,"  said 
Woods.
Within the career centers 
outof thecolleges,allclaim to 
have internships, career/job
search  classes, in te re s t 
inventory , on-cam pus job 
in terv iew 's, resum e
assistance, alumni services 
and interviewing training.
Northwestern was the only 
one to p ro v id e  data  on 
graduates entering the job 
m arket in field related to 
major. The data showed 50
people in two years.
"In ou r in te rv iew in g  
training we would record an 
interview to allow students 
to see themselves. I don 't 
know  m any schools that 
video tape the training. On 
top of that our career center is 
a com pletely free service 
w here m any un iv ers itie s  
charge for services rendered," 
Woods said.
"I th ink  it w ould  be 
beneficial to have another 
placement advisor that could 
get people to come on campus 
and b rin g  peop le  in to 
interview our students."
A ccord ing  to
adm in istra to rs last year a 
report was done and many 
students did stay in their field 
of study when going into the 
job market.
Out of the library services 
S o u th w este rn  and
Southeastern were the only 
ones to claim to be members 
of a library consortia.
"Our library has a great 
online retrieval system as well 
as they do inter-library loans. 
Our library is competitive and 
has great resources," said 
Woods.
Each university provided 
a list of museums and special 
academ ic  b u ild in g s  on
cam pus. Southwestern has 
the art building, writing lab 
and the Y museum. The other 
Universities did not contain 
any otheradditional facilities.
The last basic service that 
information was provided on 
was computer services.
S o u th w este rn  and 
Northeastern were the only 
two universities requiring 
students to take a computer 
course . No s tu d e n t w as 
required to lease or own a 
computer at any of them.
The num ber of computers 
ava ilab le  to all s tu d e n ts  
varied. Southwestern had 270 
co m p u te rs  com pared  to 
N o rth ea s te rn  w ith  300; 
S o u th eas te rn , 118;
Northwestern, 100; and UCO, 
450.
Email accounts w ere 
available to all student as well 
asintemetatall the universities 
excluding Southeastern.
The accessibility to the 
computers varied.
All the schools had 
computers set up in the library 
and computer center. NSU, 
UCO, and Southeastern had 
them in Residence Halls. UCO 
also offered computers in the 
Student Center.
"W eare lookingintodoing 
24-hour access set up in the 
dorms but before we do that 
weneed tosurvey thestudent 
body," said Woods.
A few studentsdid address 
issues of the dining services.
"I think it would be cool to 
have fast food chains at 
SWOSU," said AdrianeStrait, 
sophom ore  p re-pharm acy  
major from Dallas.
"I hate the time zones and 
meals lost on our plan," said 
Joni Vejsiu, junior political 
science major from Albania.
T hat is also being  
addressed, Woods said.
"The price of our meals is 
the lowest in the state. We 
have to bank on missed meals 
to keep the cost down. We 
also do hope to renovate the 
strident unibn to offer new 
food vendors."
CAMPUS CORNER
Computer students Dustin Brooks (left) and Lyle 
Tourville (right) won third place and $250 in a 
networking design contest at the recent regional student 
conference o f the A ssocia tion  o f Inform ation  
Technology. Making the presentation was Nathan Hess 
of Texas Tech University.
Computer student Mo Khalid (right) won second place 
and $750 in a web design contest at the recent regional 
student conference of the Association of Information 
Technology. Making the presentation was Nathan Hess 
of Texas Tech University.
Pancake breakfast is tomorrow
Students can enjoy a late-night meal Thursday as semester 
finals begin.
A free pancake breakfast will be held at 11 p.m. in the 
Student Union cafeteria.
The Dean's Council and studen t services offices at 
Southwestern are hosting the event.
Education receives accreditation
Southwestern's School of Education at W eatherford has 
received continuing accreditation from the National Council 
for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE).
SWOSU is one of 60 schools of education that received  
either initial or continuing accreditation from NCATE in its 
most recent round of decisions.
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"Just Words"
Farhan Shakeel/ Staff Reporter
The A ctor in A ll o f Us
Every day we read about 
people who seek fame, fortune 
and that often-desired house on 
a hill. Among these people are 
aspiring actors who constantly 
flock to the entertainment hubs 
of New York or Los Angeles. I 
sometimes wonder why they 
even waste their time trying to 
find Broadway or Hollywood.
They may not realize it, but 
they are already actors. They 
don't need a degree or certificate 
from some expensive acting 
school to validate  their 
profession. In fact, all they need 
to do is be themselves, which is 
asking a lot, considering how we 
trylohideourtruefeelingsabout 
certain people, places and things. 
When people start to mislead 
themselves, life takes on a whole 
new meaning.
I have labored much of my 
life trying to come up with some 
explanation to this madness, but 
eventuallyrealized thatl'mjusta 
willing accomplice in this game 
oflife.Sohereareafewsituations 
w here lying seems to be a 
necessity.
Friends. "Friends, how many 
of us have them?" My answer:
quite a few of us. But how many 
genuine companions can we 
really claim? Personally, I can 
count the number of true friends 
I have on one hand. I'm not an 
antisocial guy. It's just that I, like 
many of you, have numerous 
associates, but very few people I 
consider invaluable.
Take th is cam pus, for 
example. We run into many of 
the same people every day. As 
we pass them by on the way to 
class, we usually flash them a 
neutral look while we decide 
whetherweshouldspeaktothem 
or not. Most often, wechoosenot 
to engage out of a lack of concern 
for these c ircum stan tial 
friendships. In this type of 
relationship, we pretend to have 
a vested interest in someone we 
are not really close to. We charm 
them with acts of sincerity but 
fall short of including them in 
our list of important people. All 
is well because we receive our 
friends in the same way they 
accept us: onstage actors.
Charity. One of the hardest 
tilings to do is reach into your 
pocket and part ways with your 
friends George W ashington,
Abraham Lincoln and Andrew 
Jackson. It is especially difficult 
to give up your dollars when 
you know you are not getting 
anything in return. Even though 
many of us (in our hearts) would 
like to help those in need of food, 
clothing and shelter, we balk at 
the opportunity to help them 
when they confront us in public.
I don't know about any of 
you,butwhen Isee thehomeless,
I experience a brief feeling of 
disgust. As if it is always thei’ 
fault for having to dig througl £  
McDonald's dumpster for foe *  
or for wasting my time by askint 
m e for m oney. W ell, my 
hypocrisy had been realized a 
few months ago when I denied 
$1 to a barefoot, smelly delirious 
beggar because I had to have that 
last cup of coffee. Never mind 
that it was my last dollar. The 
Grinch in me had come out. I 
then felt a serious rush  of 
em barrassm ent as my friend 
gavethemansomesparechange.
As we can see, the actors and 
actresses in us live on. We have 
mastered life to the point where 
we have successfully divided 
ourselves into two people: the 
person we would like to be and 
the person we think they would 
like us to be. In most cases, the 
latter will succeed. But that's all 
right because we all seem to be 
obedient participants in this 
game for the sake of loved ones, 
marginal friendships and other 
things we desire in our lives.
Everything In
A lan n a  B rad ley/E d ito r-In -c h ief
Growing up is a scary 
business
Letmefirstexplainthepicture. 
It's one of my brother, Joe, and I 
when we were young and 1 
thought it would better reflect 
me instead of some old mugshot 
of m y face. If you were curious, 
that's why some 4 yr. old is 
writing for a college paper.
Being semester's end and the 
holiday's it's only natural that 
we reflect on the past year and 
m easu re  the person  w e 've  
become and the person we were 
a year ago.
This semester alone has been 
an experience of a usual year. 
With all the happenings since 
Sept. 11, we have all changed 
whether we've realized it or not.
In particular those of my 
generation, those that grew up in 
the late '80's and 90's. An event 
like this was something we've 
never had to deal with unlike 
previous generations who grew 
up with this threat every day of 
the cold war.
Throughnumerouswarsand 
econom ic stress, w e have 
persevered and for a time reached 
that spot of total security. My 
fears came from this and I hope 
such an event touched home for 
all who never knew fear from 
foreign land. I remember a time 
when thebiggest thing 1 worried 
about was if Dad was going to 
catch m e sneak ing  up  the 
driveway at 3 am., not if a plane 
was to be hijacked to destroy 
over 5,000 lives.
All of us have memories of
tragic moments in history that 
we remember the feeling felt 
when they occurred.
W hile the C hallenger 
explosion, Gulf War, and the 
Oklahoma City bombing were 
definitely a big part of growing 
up, Sept. 11 was different.
N one of those w ere w e 
invaded and afterwards we felt 
itwasover. ButwithSept.Hand 
the*feeling that this time its not 
quiteoveryet,creates uneasiness.
As the year's end draws, 
emotions have been shaky and 
my confidence in our system of 
government have helped ease 
fears.
Growingup is scary and some 
lessons learned over year are big, 
such an event also has the most 
positive  ou tcom es. N ow  
claiming myself as an official 
ad u lt (m y p a ren ts  m ight 
disagree), I 'v e  started realizing 
the importance of family and 
those closest, your friends. Only 
until this year did I realize how 
close those individuals are tome.
Growing up you take for 
granted that those closest will 
always be there and no matter 
how bad you treat them nothing 
will happen.
Yea yea, mom always told us 
that when we got older we'd be 
friends but we never believed 
her. Granted my brother has so 
fnistrated me to the outer limits 
but if anyone else ever messed 
with him watch out. My loyalty, 
pride and love for him is greater
than anything else. If something 
ever happened to him a huge 
piece of me w ould be gone. 
Growingolder, we'll becomeless 
a part of each other's daily lives 
so we can't be there to fight each 
other's battles but the support 
for one another will always be 
there. My parents are the same 
and I contribute everything we 
are and will be to the people they 
are and my gratitude to the way 
we w ere  ra ised  are 
immeasurable.
M aterial th ings or not, 
realizing people are the most 
influential part of our lives is the 
most important. On the other 
hand, there are some that no 
matter how much you believe in 
them, the rest is up to them.
Friends are those people that 
nom atterhappensovertimethat 
they'll be counted on and eager 
to listen to you moan and still 
believe in who you are regardless 
of ho w long i t's been since you've 
seen them.
Acquaintances are those that 
you can just say hi to or stop and 
talk to on occasion. Friends are 
m easured on how  far their 
willing to benefit the other, not 
how much they'll benefit you. 
Those that are there day in and 
out are the ones that matter and 
everyone else is just everyone 
else.
If doubtful consider this, if 
you 're in d istress and need 
someone to talk to and standing 
on a friends doorstep would they 
sympathize and help or tell you 
to go home? It's surprising on 
what you'll find.
The greatest thing to leam 
from this year is that however 
vulnerable you may feel to say it, 
you can never say "I love you" 
enough because maybe the next 
day you wished you had.
What DO YOU Think?!
K a t ie  B u r s o n /S t a f f  W r it e r
Time to Embrace
Change is inevitable. Many 
peop le  are g rad u a tin g  in 
December, and they are scared 
of what is to come. Where do 
you go after tills long traasition 
in your life is over?
When I started out in college 
I w an ted  to be a new s 
broadcaster. Now I am still 
leaning on that but 1 am scared 
that 1 am really going to have to 
go out into that big old world 
and try to support myself and 
make it competitively.
Let's face it, the college life Is 
just not as complicated as the big 
world. When I started college I 
had know ide.i how fast it would 
fly by. So I heard it say,"Change 
isd estined tocom eand if you're 
not ready you Ix'lter puton your 
seatbelt because it will be one 
bum py ride "
I think that ending college is 
life  en d in g  a sense ol a
relationship. When you end a 
relationship, you go on and 
sometimes you are scared of the 
next thing or person to come 
about, but you go forw ard 
because you have too. But you 
do sometimes look back and 
think of tine good times even if 
the relationship was not good 
you still, as time goes by, just 
remember tine good times.
Even if you hatecollege while 
you are in it, you go on and then 
look back and see how great and 
easy life was then—oral least I'm 
told.
The whole change word just 
freaksmeout. 1 know,as humans, 
we should be able to adapt to 
change and progress, but what 
happens when you don't want 
to? I think everything will be 
okay and when my world falls 
apart then I can 't believe 
‘cimelhiiiglikethatcould happen
to me.
The transition from college to 
real life, friend tosignificantother, 
ad u lt to p aren t, can be 
overwhelming. This is what 
makes us stronger as people and 
why we are inspired to go forth 
with life.
Once we understand that our 
preconceived perception of life 
is not what is being handed to us, 
then we go on and adapt and 
most of the time we are better off 
then when we started.
Take your last relationship, 
aren't you glad now that it is 
over? After all the pain and fear 
is gone, didn't you leam so much 
more about yourself, and now 
vou are a better and m ore 
empowered person because of 
this. You didn't know it then but 
they d id you a favor—send them 
a thank you card.
So embrace change and be 
read y  because we are not 
p ro m ised  an y th in g .
Remember, though, you are so 
much stronger after you have 
gotten on t of school than when 
you started. Go forth and be 
inspired by change.
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Faculty Spotlight
Dr. Jim Silver
By  Jon  Owens / News  Editor
Bringing his love of writing 
and reading, Dr. James Silver 
s h a r e s  h is  p a s s io n  as a 
assistant professor of English.
S ilv e r  is a n a t iv e  of 
Albuquerque, N.M., where he 
g raduated  high school and 
a ttended  the U niversity  of 
New Mexico. He received his 
Bachelor of Arts in English 
Literature.
"I a lw aysen joyed  reading 
and  w rit ing . While at UNM 
I s tu d ied  a year in England 
s tu d y in g  British L itera ture 
at Hull U nivers ity ,"  he said.
While in England, Silver 
p layed quarte rback  for the 
A m e r ic a n  F o o tb a l l  team , 
w h ic h  w o n  th e  n a t io n a l  
championship.
"I have always loved the 
ro u g h  g am e ,"  he  sa id .  "1 
played it with m y brothers 
g r o w in g  u p .  I en jo y  the  
strategy. I was not big enough 
to play for UNM. I spent the 
majority of my time working 
at a b o l t  c o m p a n y  a n d  
studying ."
After g ra d u a t io n ,  Silver 
was accepted as a graduate  
assistant at Tulane University 
in N ew  Orleans.
"I met m y wife in high 
schoo l  an d  w e ta lked  all 
through college. Before I left 
to go to grad school in New 
Orleans I asked my best friend 
to m arry me and come with
me," he said.
Today Silver and his wife 
h av e tw o d au g h te rsa n d aso n .
"Family is m y hobby. My 
kids are still little so I love to 
spend my time with them," 
Silver said.
After Silver received his 
docto ra te  he tau g h t  as an 
a d ju n c t  a t Io w a  S ta te  
University.
"I liked the school, but 
there is not a whole lot of 
excitement in teaching things 
like technical writing ,"  Silver 
said. "I love Southw estern  for 
the subjects I am allowed to 
teach.
"This is a good school that 
allows me to be closer to my 
family in N ew  Mexico."
Literature takes a passionate 
form in Silver's life.
"I am  fa sc in a ted  ab o u t  
literary forms and  history. 1 
love a good novel that has 
depth, complexity and  style," 
he said.
Silver had  a love in grad 
sch o o l  fo r  R e n a is s a n c e  
Literature.
"I h a d  a lo v e  to r  
S h a k e s p e a re .  N o w  m y  
p a s s io n  is n o t  so m u c h  
Renaissance as it is Victorian 
Literature."
British literature and  poets 
are Silver's specialties.
• "I love the beauty  of the 
v e rse .  T h e y  a re  m u s ic a l .
Shelly  and  Keats  a re  m y 
fa v o r i te  a u th o r s .  I s till 
a p p r e c i a t e  r e a d in g  th e i r  
poems. Every time I read them 
I get a new  an d  differen t 
experience."
Relating l i te ra tu re  to the 
s tu d e n t  is the  task  of an 
English professor.
"I love to read th ings and 
d iscu ss in g  l i te ra tu re  w ith  
m y s tu d en ts  and  try to get 
them  to th ink  critically . I 
d o n 't  try to p u sh  m y  beliefs 
on them  b u t  try  to get them  
to th in k  c r i t i c a l l y  a n d  
question.belief.
" O c c a s io n a l ly  y o u  g e t  
th rough  to a s tu d e n t  and  get 
them  to change  their w ay  of 
th ink ing  for the be tte r ."
Silver has  a few m in o r  
go a ls  w h ile  s p e n d in g  his 
career at S outhw estern .
"O ne of the th ings I am 
t r y i n g  to  d o  is a t t r a c t  
L itera ture  and  p la in  English 
majors. I th ink  an  English 
degree  is va luab le  and  is not 
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  is a t  a 
d isad v an tag e ."
S tu d en t profile


















Devin S isem ore acts ou t the Readers Theatre  p roduc tion  of 
"The Pow er o f H ands."
By Jamie Parrish/ Staff Reporter
Everybody likes to have a 
good time and nobody  can 
have more fun than Devin 
Sisemore, w ho  loves to hang  
out with her friends and  can 
always find the party.
     Sisemore grew u p  in Elk 
City and  after graduation  in 
1996 traveled to N orm an  to 
a t t e n d  the  U n iv e r s i ty  of 
Oklahoma. During her two 
y e a rs  a t O U , S ise m o re  
p ledged and later became an 
active m em ber of Zeta Tau 
Alpha, a social sorority on 
campus.
In fall 1998, S ise m o re  
m o v e d  b ac k  to w e s te rn  
O k la h o m a  to a t t e n d  
Southw estern and  major in 
com m unication arts with a 
speech emphasis.
While a t SWOSU, Sisemore 
has been active in Reader's 
Theater and participating in 
s p e e c h  to u r n a m e n ts .  
S isemore took hom e third 
place last year in her dramatic 
interpretation of The Life of 
Lincoln West.
"D oing  Readers Theater 
h as  b ee n  g o o d  for m e ,"  
Sisemore said. "I have learned 
how to get in front of a group 
of people and speak with self 
confidence and this will help 
me going into sales."
This year she and the rest 
of the Reader's Theater team 
have w on num erous awards 
with the production of Hands. 
Sisemore is also a mem ber of 
Pi K appa Delta, SWOSU's 
speech and debate fraternity.
Sisemore will graduate this 
M ay w ith  her bachelor in 
communications and a minor 
in marketing. She is planning 
on pharm aceutical sales to 
take her into retirement.
Between school and  working 
a t th e  T -B one , S ise m o re  
doesn 't  have m uch free time. 
Her hobbies are going to the 
lake, participating in forensic 
sp e e c h  to u r n a m e n ts ,  an d  
going out w ith  her friends.
"T h e  p la c e s  to go  in 
Weatherford are limited, but 
1 always have fun eating at 
the T-Bone then going out to 
Cowboys," Sisemore said.
Sisemore always has music 
p l a y in g  w h a te v e r  sh e  is 
doing.
" I love m usic , G ra tefu l 
Dead, Alice & Chains, and 
Bob Dylan, basically anything 
that is not being m ade today."
W h e n  a s k e d  a b o u t  
e m b a r r a s s in g  m o m e n ts ,  
Sisemore laughed. "1 have so 
many, I can't pick just one," 
she said. "W hen I w as living 
in N orm an, m y friend and I 
went to The Mont to meet 
some friends. Later we were 
leaving and 1 had my friend's 
keys, which had  mase on the 
chain. I sprayed  to mase to 
see how  far it w ould  actually 
shoot out of the w indow  of 
the car. Somehow it got in my 
eyes. I jum ped out of the car 
to get some air and 1 couldn 't  
see or breathe. People were 
leaving the bar while 1 was
la y in g  on  the  g r o u n d  
scream ing and  gasp ing  for 
air."
Sisemore has many goals. 
H e r  m a in  goal is to be 
independent and self sufficient 
to provide for herself.
"I don 't  ever w an t to have 
to depend  on anybody  for 
anything. 1 want to be able to 
take care of myself," Sisemore 
said. "I also w ant to go to 
P aris ,  F rance ,  to see Jim 
M orrison's grave."
S ise m o re  w a s  ra is e d  
Catholic by her parents Doug 
and Debbie. One of Sisemore's 
g r e a t e s t  m o m e n ts  w as  
traveling to Denver in 1993 to 
see Pope John Paul II give 
mass.
"It was by far the most 
insp ira tional and  spir i tual  
thing I have ever been a part 
of in m y life. M illions of 
people m ade the journey from 
all over the w orld . It was 
aw esom e,"  Sisemore said.
"Although I have been to 
school for aw hile ,  com ing 
from OU, the place I loved 
more than anything, being a 
part of an aw ard  w inning 
organization and fulfilling my 
d ream s at SWOSU, I have 
experienced a life that many 
people could only dream  of."
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Shop ‘til you drop


















Custom ers shop at Kelly jew elers in dow ntow n W eatherford. 
M ain St. shops have been b usy  w ith  C hristm as buying.
B y  K a t i e  B u r s o n /  S ta f f  R e p o r te r  a n d  J i l l  W e b e r /  F e a tu r e s  E d i to r
Giving to those we care about is one of the m ost im portant 
parts of Christm as, so it should be a fun event to look forward 
to. For some students, however, it is not even close to being 
fun because of financial shortages.
Thankfully, there are ways to get around this problem. For 
example, planning ahead is a great w ay to be ready for the 
holiday season. Making lists of people for whom  to buy gifts 
and sticking to them and stashing aw ay extra cash on every 
payday saves a lot of w orry during  the shopping days. 
Some students choose to have savings accounts in banks, and 
allow for extra money to be taken out during  the holiday 
season. O thers sim ply put their stash w here they will forget 
about it until a day it is well needed.
"I try to limit myself to spending  no more than $20 on a gift 
for som eone," said Am ber D unham , an accounting major 
from Okeene. "That w ay I will have enough to buy gifts for 
everyone on my list."
O ther ideas to save som e m oney are to only buy gifts for 
im m ediate family m em bers a n d /o r  relatives under the age of 
13 (if a big family is involved).
Budgeting the m oney to foot the bill is a problem  for many 
students.
"I spend w hat m oney I have saved, if I run out I charge it. 
I'll pay for it later," said M att Stowers, a senior business 
m anagem ent major from Cordell. "The best day to shop is the 
day before Christm as at the mall, because I love seeing all 
those people panic, I spend the m ost time on my m om —cause 
she's my mom."
Most people start early.
"1 started early so 1 am  pretty  m uch done with buying 
plans," said Amberly Lawson, a senior BIS major from Cordell.
"I buy ahead because it is easier than fighting the crow ds," 
said Lyndi H um preys, a senior m anagem ent major from 
Thomas. "I am bn a budget this year and will pay for presents 
w ith m oney I have saved, so I shop w here the sales are."
Most of the present buying is done at malls and hom etow n 
specialty shop^ because it is all there. Everything you are 
looking for is right in one complex, w hich takes the stress off 
of d riv ing everyw here to get one original gift.
"I shop at Penn Square mall for m ost of m y presents", said 
C orry M azza, a senior business m anagem ent major from 
Oklahom a City. "I buy with w hatever m oney is available in 
m y account and then adjust and select from there. 1 have three 
or four people to buy for, my cousin and m y brother. The other 
is my girlfriend and that will take the m ost time."
If there is no  w ay around it and m ore m oney is on dem and 
for the holiday season, there are m any w ays to obtain more 
m oney. W orking overtim e, getting a second job, asking 
parents, or borrow ing a loan are just a few options to consider. 
A few gift ideas that cost next to nothing are candles, candies, 
chocolates, inexpensive clothing, gift certificates, and photo 
frames.
Movie Review
B eh ind E nem y L in es
With the recent events of Sept. 11, we seem to be finding 
more movies based on patriotic themes, including the military 
and war. "Behind 
E nem y L in es"  
s tick s  w ith  th a t 
them e and  really  
h its  w ith  its  
portrayal of radical 
M iddle Easterners.
N ot that the film 
co u ld  h av e  been  
m ade in the tim e 
s p a n  of th ree  
m onths, bu t it does 
h av e  im p eccab le  
timing.
Owen W ilson plays a naval officer stationed on w hat he 
thinks is a dead-end tour of the m ilitary. He is considered a 
great navigator in the fighter planes w ith both his pilot and 
peers. He is seen as a slacker by his superiors and turns in his 
letter of resignation to one of his superiors, Gene Hackm an. 
After a verbal bout, Hackm an puts YVilson and his co-pilot on 
a Christm as day  reconnaissance mission to take pictures of 
the M iddle Eastern lands they are patrolling. After their plane 
is shot dow n, W ilson goes to get help, only to return  and 
w itness his co-pilot being executed by a g roup  of vigilante 
M iddle Easterners.
The rest of the film sees W ilson on the run to a rendezvous 
point w here Hackm an sends people to pick him  up against the 
wishes of his superior officers.
The huge explosions and active gunfire in the m ovie make 
it eye candy, but the script and plot are very predictable. The 
landscape that the film is shot behind is very beautiful with 
snow y m ountains and huge ram shackle buildings. The action 
scenes are breathtaking such as the land m ines that when 
stepped upon cause a series of chain reactions that ignite a 
huge burst of explosions. The cinem atography in the film will 
leave you a little sick to your stom ach. Lots of the scenes have 
a un ique fast paced action to them that looks like som eone 
accidentally hit the fast forw ard button. It also tends to do the 
never-end ing360 w hen two people are engaged in meaningful 
conversation.
O w en W ilson has a kind of surfer boy feel to him that tends 
to get annoying, especially after staring at his w eird nose for 
an hour and a half. As in every m ovie he is in, Gene Hackm an 
does a trem endous job of being a father figure through tough 
love.
The m ovie itself is decent, but you m ay w ant to w ait for the 
video rental.
-----  —Jay Martin
C hristm as trad itio n s vary  a ro u n d  th e  w orld
B y  J i l l  W e b e r /  F e a tu r e s  E d i to r
Everyone knows how C hristm as Day is celebrated in the 
United States, but not enough people stop to think about how 
the rest of the world celebrates this joyous holiday. In honor 
of the Twelve Days of Christm as, here are exam ples of how 
twelve other countries celebrate the C hristm as season.
O ur neighboring country C anada celebrates a lot like we 
do in the United States. They have C hristm as on December 25, 
decorate pine trees w ith ornam ents, and eat a big d inner that 
usually consists of turkey. They have a "Reveillon,” w hich is 
a C hristm as dinner eaten after the traditional M idnight Mass. 
The end of C hristm as is called "La fete du Roi," m eaning "on 
the sixth of January" in French.
In Spain, children leave their shoes on w indow sills with 
straw , carrots and barley in  them  for the horses of the three 
wise men. They are believed fd/reenacf thbi'r journby to 
Bethlehem every year. O ne w'i'Se nian, Balthazar, leaves 
children gifts. Christmas Eve is called Nochebuena, and tradition 
includes sharing a meal and rejoicing around the nativity 
scene.
The Jewish people of Israel do  not celebrate Christm as but 
Chanooka from the 25th day of Kislev to the second day of Tevet 
on the H ebrew  calendar. This is celebrated in m em ory of the 
Maccabis w ho rebelled against the Greek-Syrians w ho ruled 
Israel over 2000 years ago. These people believed in God and 
refused to w orship the Greek idols.
In N ew foundland, mummering is the biggest tradition. 
Dancing, singing, and playing instrum ents m ake this a lot like 
caroling in the United States. Mummerers go from house to 
house every night du ring  the twelve days of Christm as. 
Santa C lause in know n as "Tom ten" in Sweden, and this is 
usually  the father dressed up. T w enty days after Christm as, 
the children have a party  and dance C hristm as out around the 
tree. Afterwards, it is thrown outdoors. Thisiscalled "Jjulgrans 
p lundering ."
D enm ark celebrates C hristm as on D ecem ber 24 and 
officially call it Lucia. C hildren w ear long w hite dresses, walk 
in a procession, and sing a traditional song. Santa is know n as 
Julemanden.
Misa del Gallo, w hat we know as M idnight Mass, is celebrated 
on December 24 in Chile. On the next day, people go to the 
beach or the park  and just relax.
In Finland, "Joulupukki" comes through the door and 
personally hands out presents to the children. C hristm as in 
called "Joulu," and there is also a decorated tree and a 
traditional dinner.
N ew Zealand celebrates C hristm as on D ecem ber 25;
how ever, it is very hot at that time of year so the traditional 
d inner is an outside Bar-B-Q.
Saint Nick Day is December 6 in Poland. On this day, St. 
Nick gives sweets and special cookies to the children. On 
Decem ber 24, they wait for the first star in the sky and then eat 
d inner and walk around the C hristm as tree.
The Japanese celebrate the New Year m ore than Christm as. 
They w ear traditional kim onos and have foods such as sushi, 
sashim i, and mochi.
Russians also celebrate New Year's Day m ore than they do 
Christm as. They pu t their tree up  on New Year's Day and call 
Santa "G odfather Frost."
These are only twelve other countries in the world that celebrate 
the C hristm as season differently, than we do here in the 
 United States. B(ut no m atter how  different our cultures m ay
seernw e have a lot of s im ilarities/ too.
Just a note about a CD
Last week The Southw estern review ed 82by Anitas Anger, 
a g roup  of three Southw estern students. H ow ever, we
°  r  failed to m ention w here  p e o p l e  c a n  b u y  t h e  C D .   
It can be purchased at cd. www.anitasanger.8k.com.
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Rodeo team hopes spring 
is as successful as fall
B y Stephne S tovall/ S taff R eporter
Chad Ramirez, in his first 
year as head rodeo coach, is 
k eep in g  up the w in n in g  
tradition of Southwestern  
rodeo.
Both the men and women 
performed well in all three 
rodeos this fall. The overall 
team placed second in the 
first rodeo, won the second 
and finished second in the 
final rodeo of the fall season.
"Our overall performance 
for the semester both the men 
and the wom en have done 
well, as expected," Ramirez 
said.
Both the men and women  
are ranked first in regional 
sta n d in g s. In ad d ition  Jet 
McCoy is leading the men in 
the All-Around forlheCentral 
Plains Region.
There will be several key 
assets to the team com ing off
of the injured reserve list 
including: Cody Sunby, Ben 
Hager, Mike ( urnmins and 
Jordan Williams for the men 
and A m ber Rose for the 
women.
Spring holds six rodeos 
and a sev en th  m ay be 
announced. One of those 
rodeos will be the SWOSU 
Rodeo, held April 11-13.
"We hope to see everybody 
there," Ramirez said.
Teams end fall schedule with losses
S o u th w e s te r n  S p o r t s  I n f o r m a t io n
Southwestern's men'sand 
wom en's basketball ended  
their2001 lineup with losses. 
The men lost to Arkansas 
Tech, 92-73 and the women  
fell to T exas W om en's  
University, 68-52. The men 
are 4-4 on the season, while 
the women are 5-4.
Five days after handing 
Arkansas Tech an 11-point 
loss in W eatherford, the 
\  Bulldogs were handed a 19- 
point loss of theirown, falling 
92-73 to the Wonder Boys in 
the final contest of the fall 
semester on Dec. 8 at ATU’s 
Tucker Coliseum.
M ilan Pepper led all 
scorers with 35 points, but it 
was not enough to overcome 
10 th ree-p o in ters  by 
Arkansas Tech. Assistant 
coach Nathan Miller served 
as the head coach for much 
of the contest after head 
coach George Hauser was 
ejected  w ith  a pair of 
technicals at the 10:20 mark 
of the first half.
D e sp ite  the m issin g  
Hauser, the Bulldogs took a 
40-38 lead into the locker 
room behind 24 first-half 
points from Pepper. SWOSU 
shot only 33 percent in the 
first half, while limiting ATU 
to 38 percent shooting on 13- 
of-34 field goals.
In the secon d  half 
S ou th w estern  O klahom a  
a ctu a lly  im p roved  their  
shooting percentage to 38 
(12-of-31), but itdid not hold 
a candle to the ATU attack,
dropping 54 percent of their 
field  g o a ls  (18-of-33), 
including six three-pointers. 
SWOSU was outscored in the 
second half 54-33.
In their final game of the 
2001 year, the Lady Bulldogs 
were out-gunned by Texas 
Woman's University, 68-52, in 
a Lone Star C on feren ce  
Crossover contest on Dec. 6 at 
Kitt Magee Arena on theTWU  
campus.
Coupled with 36 percent 
shooting from the field, 21 
tu rn overs and a -12  
rebounding margin, the Lady 
Bulldogs crumpled en route 
to their fourth loss of the 
season.
In the first half, TWU held a 
com m anding 11-point lead 
after Shona Rucker nailed a 
jumper with 8:25 remaining in 
the period. Almost a minute 
later, Ashlee Hamar knocked 
down one of her three baskets 
on the night, igniting a 20-8 
SWOSU scoring run. A bucket 
by Paige Adams at 2:06 tied 
the gam e at 28-28, before  
Chezelle Griffith took a pass 
from A dam s and gave the 
Lady Bulldogs their only lead 
of the night.
TW U's Jennifer Ferrell 
made one of two free throw 
a ttem p ts w ith  on ly  tw o  
seconds remaining in the half, 
cutting the SWOSU lead to 30- 
29 as both teams headed to the 
locker room . A fter the 
intermission Ferrell assisted 
Meaghan Lewis on a jumper 
and the Pioneers never trailed 
again.
Football
p la y e rs
h o n o red
By Stephne Stovall/ Staff Reporter
The S o u th w estern  
B ulld ogs fin ished  the 
season with many Lone 
Star Conference Honors.
Zach Hensley, a senior 
linebacker, earned the 
2001 Daktronics Division 
11 A ll-W est R egion  
football second team by 
the vote of the Sports 
Information Directors of 
the West Region.
Both Josh Blackmon 
and Hensley were named 
Lone Star C onference  
2001 North Football All- 
A cad em ic Team . 
O ffe n s iv e  lin em en  
D ustin D avid son  and 
LinebackerGreg Higgins 
w ere both  nam ed  
m em b ers o f the  
Com m issioner's Flonor 
Roll.
The First Team All- 
Lone Star C onference  
consisted of four senior 
SW OSU B ulld ogs:  
d e fe n s iv e  linem an  
E m m ons Johnson , 
Hensley, defensive back 
S cott S ey b o ld , and  
Blackmon. Senior Nick 
H am ar w a s nam ed  
Second Team All-Lone 
Star C o n feren ce  for 
o ffen se . C ou rtn ey  
W illiams earned Second 
T eam  A ll Lone Star 
Conference for defense.
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T h e  L i t t l e  Z e n  C o r n e r
E ditor's  quote o f  the w eek
"The mind is its own place, and in itself
can make a heaven of Hell, a hello of 
Heaven."
~John M ilton
Z e n ~ w h e r e  t h e  b e s t  m o m e n t  i s  n o w ,  w h e r e  t h i n g s  a r e  
w h a t  t h e y  s e e m  t o b e ,  w h e r e  w e  s e e  w i t h  t h e  r e f r e s h i n g  
d i r e c t n e s s  o f  a  c h i l d  a n d  n o t  t h r o u g h e y e s  
g r o w n  s t a l e  f r o m  r o u t i n e . S e l e c t i o n s  f r o m  " Z e n  S o u p "
o f f  t h e  m a r k  b y  M a r k  P a r i s i
w w w . o f f t h e m a r k . c o m




6. S e e ____ to ____
9. Annual horse race
14. Liquid from a  kidney
15. River in central Russia
16. Great grandmother of King David
17. A one celled organism
19. More unwell
20. Huts where monks prayed
21. State North of CT
22. Denial
23. Use an interior designer
24. Accessory for a  coverlet
26. Plural ending in Hebrew words
28. Anarchists
33. City on the Rio Grande
37. Set to a  duty
38. Name meaning “Gif! of Isis'
39. Chestnut clam 
43. Beast of burden
45. immature egg cell of an  ovary
46. Crowning achievements
52. Latin origin prefix
53. Shortest distance between two 
points
54. Cards dealt 
57. Before noon
59. ‘I’ll be home tonight____ 10!”
60. Woven woots
63. Four stringed musical instrument 
65. Ground plan of a railroad
6 8 . _________ a happy note
69. “What’s u p ____ r
70. Angiospermcus plan!
71. These held up flowers





3. Hydrous silicate of aluminum
4. What a  problem foot may be
5. Tractor brand
6. Father of the phonograph
7. “It had to b e ____ *
8. Tangle up
9. A mammal, e.g.
10. Ilalian snack
11. Depression in a  mountain range
12. Name of movie honor series
13. Novice
18. Sfang for “radicar
25. Non continental state
26. Relating to the hipbone




32. Dutch painter Jan
34. Coarse file
35. To perform a duty
36. Yellow meta! in heraldry
40. Musical nole




48. “Clash of the *
49. Faucet choice
50. Las Vegas home state





6 1 . Art______
62. Ice-crystal precipitation 
64. Lyric poem
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